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New Proposal Keeps the Museum Dream Alive    

North Vancouver, April 18, 2016 – A new North Vancouver Museum has always been envisioned as a 

modern portal to the extraordinary story that is North Vancouver - rather than just another traditional 

museum.  

And that dream was kept alive Monday night when North Vancouver City Council asked  Polygon Homes 

to incorporate a new home for the Museum in the heart of Lower Lonsdale within their proposed new 

development of the area known as Site 8 – immediately north of Lonsdale Quay.  

“Polygon’s and City Council’s  positive responses to the Museum’s overtures create exciting new 

possibilities that put behind us the disappointment of the lost opportunity to establish a new museum in 

the Pipe Shop,” said Sanford Osler, Chair of the North Vancouver Museum and Archives Commission, in 

reference to a recent North Vancouver City Council decision. “The willingness to consider a revised 

Polygon proposal breathes new life into the vision of a 21st century Museum that builds and connects 

our community,” he said. 

Located within a proposed new retail/residential development across from Lonsdale Quay, the Museum 

would occupy the 2nd floor podium which was originally planned as office space. There would be ground 

floor access at the north-east corner of the building at West Esplanade and a planned new pedestrian-

oriented mews/lane connecting Esplanade and Carrie Cates Court.  

“The cost of building and operating a new museum appears to be more attractive with this option,” said 

Nancy Kirkpatrick, Director of the North Vancouver Museum and Archives. “We have just begun the 

detailed analysis but the preliminary indications are this proposal will answer Council’s previous 

concerns about the financial viability of the new Museum.”      

Polygon is now planning to amend the proposal for its Site 8 project to include a new museum. A public 

hearing and final decision by North Vancouver City Council is expected before mid-summer. 

Construction could begin early next year with the Museum opening in late 2018/early 2019. 

“It will be up to the people of North Vancouver to consider whether, on balance, this proposal is good 

for the city,” said Museum Commission Chair Sanford Osler. “From the standpoint of those who see this 

as an opportunity for a centrally-located 21st century museum that invites everyone to learn about our 

community’s unique past and extraordinary potential – it’s a winner.” 
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Contacts: 

Sanford Osler, Chair, Museum and Archives Commission – 604 351-5324. 

Nancy Kirkpatrick, Director, North Vancouver Museum and Archives – 604 990-3700 ext. 8001.        

Website: nvma.ca 

 


