
News Release

North Vancouver Museum & Archives to receive $3 million 
in federal funding

Wednesday October 12th, 2016
North Vancouver, B.C.

On behalf of the Honourable Mélanie Joly, Minister of Canadian Heritage, Members of Parliament 
Jonathan Wilkinson, North Vancouver, and Terry Beech, Burnaby North-Seymour, today announced 
federal funding in the amount of
$3 million for the establishment of
a new museum for the North
Vancouver Museum and Archives
(NVMA).

This support, made possible by the
Canada Cultural Spaces Fund
through the Department of
Canadian Heritage, will play a
critical role in advancing this
important community project.
Federal funds will support
construction costs, professional
fees, safety and security systems,
and collection storage.

    

                                                            From right: Mayor Darrell Mussatto, Nancy Kirkpatrick, Director, NVMA, and Jonathan Wilkinson, MP North  Vancouver

The NVMA brings history to life by preserving historically valuable records, organizing exhibitions, 
delivering educational programs, caring for collections, documenting local history and providing access 
to archival information.

In its new location in Lower Lonsdale, the NVMA will add to the lively scene at The Quay, drawing in 
tourists and locals of all ages to enjoy the interactive exhibits and community space.

Core exhibits will be arranged around three major themes: Connections by Water, Building Communities, 
and On Nature’s Edge. A temporary gallery will host changing exhibits on themes of local interest and 
significance.

Pending final project approval from the City of North Vancouver, residents can look forward to 
celebrating the unique history and character of their community in the NVMA’s anticipated grand opening
in 2019.
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Quotes

Nancy Kirkpatrick, Director, North Vancouver Museum and Archives: “This significant support from
the government of Canada is critical to the fulfillment of a longstanding community dream – a new North 
Vancouver Museum. The announcement of $3 million in funding for this project brings the planned new 
museum in Lower Lonsdale a giant step closer to reality.”  

Jonathan Wilkinson, MP for North Vancouver: “What really excites me about this investment in the 
future of our community is that’s its creating a  very unique 21st century museum where we’ll experience 
and celebrate the stories that connect us, and it’s at the heart of the Quay which is emerging as a very 
compelling cultural hub.”     

The Hon. Melanie Joly, Minister for Canadian Heritage: “The Government of Canada is committed to
making significant new investments in cultural infrastructure because we understand how essential these 
facilities are for our country’s arts and heritage organizations. By supporting the establishment of the new 
North Vancouver Museum & Archives, we are helping ensure Canadians have access to a unique part of 
Canada’s history.”

Darrell Mussatto, Mayor, City of  North Vancouver: “North Vancouver has a vibrant community 
history. This generous contribution of federal funds is an important step toward showcasing North 
Vancouver’s past in a new facility where residents and visitors can connect with the many stories that 
inform our present and future.”

Terry Beech, MP for Burnaby North – Seymour:  “Today’s announcement of $3 million for the North 
Vancouver Museum and Archives affirms this government’s commitment to honouring the unique history 
and culture of the Burrard inlet, which is truly one of Canada’s great treasures.”

Quick Facts

The NVMA was founded in 1972 as the North Shore Museum & Archives, and since 1996, has been a 
shared partner agency of the City and the District of North Vancouver.

The new North Vancouver Museum will be located at 100 Block West Esplanade in a City-owned 
community amenity space on the podium level of a retail/residential development called the Promenade at
The Quay by Polygon.

As part of Budget 2016, the federal government announced that over the next two years, it will be 
investing an additional $168.2 million in cultural infrastructure through the Canada Cultural Spaces Fund 
(CCSF)

The CCSF supports the improvement, renovation, and construction of arts and heritage facilities, as well 
as the acquisition of specialized equipment. In so doing, the CCSF promotes increased access for 
Canadians to their heritage and to the arts.
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Contact Information 

Nancy Kirkpatrick, Director

North Vancouver Museum & Archives

604-990-3700 x 8001 kirkpatrickn@dnv.org

Victor Elderton, Chair

North Vancouver Museum & Archives Commission

604-990-3700 x 8002 nvmac@dnv.org

Media Relations

Canadian Heritage

819-994-9101

1-866-569-6155

pch.media-media.pch@canada.ca

Jonathan Wilkinson, MP North Vancouver

Constituency Office

604-775-6333 jonathan.wilkinson@parl.gc.ca 

Terry Beech, MP Burnaby North – Seymour

Constituency Office

604-718-8870 terry.beech  @parl.gc.ca
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