
FACT SHEET
A New Museum for North Vancouver 
in Lower Lonsdale
A new museum for North Vancouver has long been a community dream.  With a funding  
commitment from the federal Department of Canadian Heritage (Canada Cultural Spaces Fund)  
announced in October 2016, this important community project is another step closer to reality.

LOCATION
•	 Lower Lonsdale (100 block 

west Esplanade) in the City 
of North Vancouver. 

•	 Located in a City-owned 
community amenity  
space on the podium  
level of a retail/residential  
development, Promenade 
at The Quay by Polygon.

Architect’s rendering of entrance to Museum on 100 block of west Esplanade

FACILITY DESCRIPTION
•	 16,000 sq. ft. community museum with a welcoming street-level entrance lobby (3,000 sq. ft.)  

housing North Vancouver’s iconic Streetcar #153, a 39 ft. long restored double-ended street railway  
car that ran on the Lonsdale line from 1908 through 1948.

Public spaces include:
•	 Secure climate-controlled exhibit space  

(5,450 sq. ft.) 
•	 Multi-purpose public activity and meeting 

spaces (3,108 sq. ft.) 
Non public spaces include:
•	 Collection management and storage space  

(1,278 sq. ft.) 
•	 Staff and administration space (1,400 sq. ft.) 
•	 Support and maintenance space (915 sq. ft.)

FEDERAL FUNDING
•	 $3 million investment by the government  

of Canada is key to success of the project. 
•	 Federal funds will support construction 

costs, professional fees, safety and security  
systems. 

•	 Private community donations will be sought 
to fund the exhibits and fit out the museum.



THE NEW MUSEUM EXPERIENCE
•	 Planned as a place for connection and discovery, the new museum will be a community  

gathering place. 
•	 Exhibits and programs will engage visitors of all ages, inspiring the stories of one generation to be 

shared with the next. 
•	 Theme-based exhibits will be participatory, providing hands-on visitor experiences. 
•	  Engaging programs will inspire residents and visitors alike to learn, share, and discover. 
•	 Core exhibits will be arranged around three major themes: Connections by Water, Building  

Communities, and On Nature’s Edge. 
 

•	 A temporary exhibit gallery will host changing exhibits on themes of local interest and significance. 

ABOUT THE  
NORTH VANCOUVER  
MUSEUM & ARCHIVES
 

The NVMA is a shared partner agency  
of the City and the District of North  
Vancouver. 
 

We bring community history to life  
by preserving historically valuable  
records, organizing exhibitions,  
delivering educational programs,  
caring for collections, documenting 
local history and providing access to 
archival information.  
 

North Vancouver’s Archives will remain 
in the Community History Centre in 
Lynn Valley following the opening of 
the new museum.

Artist’s illustration of proposed exhibit concept.
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CONTACT 
Nancy Kirkpatrick, Director             
North Vancouver Museum & Archives         
604-990-3700 x 8001    kirkpatrickn@dnv.org
Victor Elderton, Chair                                    
North Vancouver Museum & Archives Commission                                
604-990-3700 x 8002     nvmac@dnv.org nvma.ca


