
In the 1980’s it became clear to me that I needed a  
career, and since I feel most at 
home in a library or bookstore, 
I thought I’d become a librarian.  
But the Archives program at UBC 
seemed so much more interesting 
that I changed my mind. I became 
one of a class of seven. We donned 
white gloves, argued about archival 
principles, and soaked up cours-
es both theoretical and practical.   
We learned how to work the UBC mainframe computer.   
In 1986, there were no databases.  PCs were in a spe-
cial lab in the computing science building. There were no 
descriptive standards for archival holdings. It was an ex-
citing time, because all these developments were visible 
on the horizon, and governments were still happy about 
funding archives.  There were lots of jobs in community 
archives – my first and lasting love.

Being an archivist has remained for me a career full of 
interest. It has been my good fortune to spend the last 
11+ years with NVMA – a repository full of the records of 
a complex community.  Not to mention the most pleasing 
building in the Lower Mainland!

And while a wonderful building and great holdings are 
important, it’s the people I’ve worked with and met that 
have made for a satisfying career.  One could not do bet-

ter than inherit all the work done by the Archives Com-
mittee of the 1970’s, and archivists Don Bourdon, June 
Thompson, and Francis Mansbridge.  Dedicated com-
munity members, researchers, and volunteers come to 
mind: a list I will not attempt, as there are too many, and 
none should be left out.  I’ve had great colleagues here, 
all of whom I will miss.

I remain convinced of the fundamental importance of  
archives as a bulwark against disinterest in, and loss of, 
the past.  It takes focused work to discover and make 
sense of archival evidence, but it’s thrilling to make con-
nections between disparate sources.  One such small 
triumph was the discovery that the poem Pat Lowther 

wrote about her grandmother’s quietly 
haunted house on W. 3rd Street, was 
the house from which NVMA’s found-
ing curator, Bill Baker, rescued the gin-
ger-bread architectural details in 1982. 

There are of course regrets. Daien and 
I never did do the “Warm Fuzzy” show 
in our hallway.  Dogs, cats, goats, kids 
– you know. Vision for the future?   

Simplify.  Downsize the house.  Not the dog. 
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So Long, Farewell!
Janet Turner, Archivist

 “I remain convinced of the 
fundamental importance  
of archives as a bulwark 

against disinterest in,  
and loss of, the past. ”

Squatter’s shack at Village Faire in Maplewood Mud Flats, 1962.   
Photo by Bruce Stewart. NVMA 005

Left to right: NVMA Archivists Janet Turner, June Thompson (retired) and Francis 
Mansbridge (retired) in the Archives Reading Room.



There were no high-rise buildings, no First or Second  
Narrows bridge, no Upper Levels Highway or Cleve-
land Dam. We crossed the Inlet in ferries. And our 
population was less than 10,000 people. In fact, North  
Vancouver was an area of farms, ranches, homes with 
large yards, and a lot of uncleared land and forested  
slopes. Fruit orchards, vegetable gardens, beehives, 
cows, chickens, goats, pigs, and horses were a common 
sight. There was logging in our local forests, and a sprin-
kling of shingle and lumber mills. As for our streets, they 
were mostly dirt or gravel, though a few were “macad-
amized” (covered with crushed stones overlaid with a 
tar-like blacktop). And our sidewalks were wooden, not 
concrete. But life here wasn’t all rural. 
 
There was the Lower Lonsdale area — the North Shore’s 
“downtown” and transportation hub. Concentrated 
here were grocery, hardware, drug, dry-goods, real- 
estate, shipbuilding, and other businesses. And it was 
here that ferries, streetcars, trains, horse-drawn buggies,  
and automobiles met and exchanged passengers.  

The North Vancouver of a century ago had fire hydrants, 
water service, street lights, telephones, cars, schools, 
hospitals, theatres, streetcars, and railway service (to 
Horseshoe Bay). Women won the right to vote in pro-
vincial elections (except those of Chinese, South Asian, 
or Japanese heritage). And local shipyards were hir-
ing women for the first time, to temporarily replace 
male workers who’d headed off to World War 1. On the  
other hand, too many local men were dying in the War, 
or returning home badly wounded. In 1918 the Spanish 
flu arrived. So did prohibition! 
 
Sources: “A History of the City and District of North Vancouver,” by Kathleen 
Woodward-Reynolds, MA thesis, UBC (1943); http://knowbc.com; “North 
Shore Press”; City Engineer’s financial report for 1918; “The Ambitious City,” 
by Warren Sommer.
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A Century Ago: Looking Back  by Sharon Proctor 

Cattle on a large property in the Central Lonsdale area (234 East 15th 
Street), circa 1915. Even families with smaller yards kept two or three cows 
as a source of milk (which everyone drank raw). NVMA 5545

Top to bottom: Wooden sidewalk on St. Paul’s Avenue, 1920s. Seen here 
are Olive Stackhouse and her daughter-in-law Fern (in the wheelbarrow).  
NVMA 12486 / Grand Boulevard as it looked around 1915. There were  
few houses nearby, and streetcar tracks (seen at the left) ran up the centre. 
NVMA 8683 / Looking south on Lower Lonsdale toward the ferry dock, 1919. 
NVMA 6539 / James Summerfield in his “Huppmobile” (Hupp Motor Car  
Co., Detroit), on Dempsey Road, 1917.  NVMA 8339



The Old Photo Album  by Sharon Proctor

One day in October 2000, Robb McIntyre of Raven  
Disposal Ltd. brought into our Archives a scrapbook 
someone had thrown out. There was no owner’s name. 
The covers and pages were beyond saving, but the 
photos were fine. The album covered a man’s life from  
the 1920s to 1991, from the Canadian Prairies to  
Horseshoe Bay. 

He evidently arrived in North Vancouver in late 1944,  
and soon built a cabin in the Canyon Heights area, near 
Montroyal Boulevard and Ranger Avenue. We see the 
cabin’s interior, its shelves and tables filled with food and 
other items. And outside in his little “yard” is a natural 
spring and vegetable garden. The photos suggest he en-
joyed gardening, reading, playing the guitar, and dabbling 
in painting. Most interesting, his 1945 pictures show the 
early stages of Service Realty’s “Capilano Highlands”  
development, several blocks south of his cabin. We also 
learn he helped build Service’s first field-office at Queens 
Road and Edgemont Boulevard. The North Vancouver  
entries end in 1957. 

Fast forward to 1974. He’s a handyman/gardener living 
on Tyee Point in Horseshoe Bay. Here he lived until July 
18, 1991, when he boarded a ferry leaving Horseshoe 
Bay. The last photo, shot from the ferry deck, shows Tyee 
Point and a small building. On the back: “Last look at my 
little home…” 

So whose scrapbook was this? 

Years ago our Assistant Archivist June Thompson (now 
retired) did some research and found a possible candi-
date — “Leslie Mitchell.” Indeed, last year this author 
found a story in the January 18, 1949, issue of both  
The Lethbridge Herald and The Ottawa Journal. It de-
scribed the crash of a Vampire jet into Dam Mountain 
(behind Grouse Mountain) two days earlier. And it 
quotes “Leslie A. Mitchell of North Vancouver,” who wit-
nessed the plane’s descent: “I was standing beside my 
cabin when I heard it come screaming down. By the time 
I got around the corner of the house, it had crashed.  
I saw smoke and what appeared to be dust rising four  
or five hundred feet into the air.” And finally our M&A  
Director Nancy Kirkpatrick recently found a “Leslie  
Mitchell” in the 1953 Canada Voters List. His address: 
690 Montroyal Boulevard (it’s near Ranger Avenue).  
His employer: Service Realty. Unfortunately for us, our 
scrapbook-creator seems to have preferred anonymity.                             
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Top: Canyon Heights cabin 
where the scrapbook-creator 
lived, 1953. He had to move 
the structure three times, but 
managed to stay close to the 
spring, his source of water.   
NVMA 13096
Left: Inside the cabin, New 
Year’s 1955. On the shelf and 
table we see a radio, a phono-
graph, canned foods, books, 
memorabilia, framed photos, 
and a small Christmas tree. 
On the wall, Christmas cards. 
NVMA 13097
Lower: Upper part of one 
shelf, 1954. On top, “Mother & 
Arthur’s photos.” Below, part 
of his book collection, which 
included S. Maugham’s “Of 
Human Bondage,” and D. Key-
hoe’s “The Flying Saucers Are 
Real.”  NVMA, Leslie Mitchell 
file

Bottom right: Service Realty’s first field-office at Queens Road and Edge-
mont Boulevard, 1946. The office changed locations a few times, ending up 
near our scrapbook-owner’s cabin around 1951.  NVMA, Leslie Mitchell file
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Connections  
Karen Dearlove, Curator
Chief Dan George Exhibit hits the road 

On April 30, 2018 NVMA’s widely successful exhibit “Chief Dan George:  
Actor and Activist” closed at the museum in Presentation House. This exhib-
it marked not only NVMA’s last major exhibit before the new museum opens  
in 2020, but NVMA’s last exhibit at Presentation House. Recently honoured  
by the District of North Vancouver with a Heritage Awareness award for  
Indigenous program collaboration, the Chief Dan George exhibit is being  
redesigned as a travelling exhibit. Its first stop is the U’Mista Cultural Centre.

Located in the village of Alert Bay,  
on Cormorant Island near the tip 
of Vancouver Island, the U’Mista 
Cultural Centre (left) was founded 
in 1980 to house potlatch artifacts 
which had been seized in the 1920s 
under the Indian Act by the Can- 
adian government. This stunning  
museum and cultural education  
facility is an excellent host for the 

Chief Dan George exhibit which examines Chief George’s influence as an ad-
vocate for the rights of Indigenous people, his career as an actor, and a time-
line of significant events and individuals in the First Nations rights movement in  
BC and Canada. The exhibit opens at the U’Mista Cultural Centre on National  
Indigenous Peoples Day (June 21, 2018) and will run until the end of April 2019.

The NVMA’s hardworking crew was recognized recently by 
three separate organizations. These individuals have helped 
to bring the work of the museum and archives forward. 

In every issue of Express, volunteer Sharon Proctor offers a 
fresh look at little-known North Vancouver people and plac-
es. Commissioner Terry Hood has facilitated community 
engagement through the Aboriginal Voices Advisory Group 
and the Community Engagement and Partnerships Working 
Group, while staff member Shirley Sutherland has worked 
tirelessly over the years to share her enthusiasm for history 
and culture in school, public, exhibit, and online programs.  

Here is how our people were recognized: 

• Express researcher and writer, Sharon J. Proctor (top) 
was presented with the Canadian Federation of  
the Friends of Museums’ 2018 national Museum Volunteer Award;

• Commissioner Terry Hood (bottom) was recognized with the Volunteer 
North Shore’s 2018 Community Volunteer Spirit Award; and 

• Assistant Director Shirley Sutherland was recognized by the Canadian  
Museums Association with its 2018 Distinguished Service Award. 

Congratulations to all!

Awards Galore!


