
lation and newer technologies. Some of what is built 
is destroyed and all that remains is the idea, revealed 
through a plan, a photograph, a blueprint, or in today’s 
world – a digital file. Not all ideas come to fruition, but 
they leave behind a process that gives us a glimpse of 
what might have been, a record of a vision and its in-
finite potential.
The exhibit will run from January 24th until the end of 
July, open during the Archives’ public hours, Thursdays 
and Fridays, noon – 5 pm, and Saturdays, 10 – 5 pm.
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Ships, Spans and Streetcars: Designing Transportation 
on the North Shore        
Are you wondering what stories will be shared at the 
New Museum when it opens in 2020 on Esplanade? Why 
don’t you visit the North Vancouver Archives in January 
2019 for a preview of selected artifacts, historical pho-
tographs and archival records that explore the theme of 
designing transportation on the North Shore.
The exhibit includes casting patterns used for shipbuild-
ing at Burrard Dry Dock, a 3-D model for a version of 
the Lions Gate Bridge and restoration plans for an early 
20th Century Streetcar. These historic artifacts and ar-
chival materials are woven together to reveal the ideas, 
innovations and dreams of the North Shore community. 

Through the discipline of the drafter, the carpenter and 
the model maker - concepts are transformed into struc-
tures, which in some cases became reality. This exhib-
it reveals the process of communicating ideas about 
transportation on the North Shore. Original plans, de-
signs, photographs and small-scale replicas include the 
smallest details and information needed to create ships, 
bridges and streetcars. Discover the people behind the 
structures. 
With the passage time, new ideas emerge and the struc-
tures of the past are re-envisioned for a growing popu-

Left: Herbert “Brick” 
Arnold, Pattern Maker 
Foreman at Burrard Dry 
Dock, 0ctober 1944, 
#27-381

Right: Twinning of 
the Lions Gate Bridge 
model, NVMA artifact 
collection #2016.4.1

Above: Details of cast-
ing patterns for ship-
building parts, NVMA 
artifact collection;  
Architectural drawing 
of cables for the Lions 
Gate Bridge, ca. 1937, 
MP #291

Daien Ide, Reference Historian



Among the “A” listings in the City Heritage Register is the 
Coronation Block (105-111 West Esplanade). Built in 1911 
by the North Vancouver Land & Improvement Company, 
it has always had business tenants downstairs and two 
apartments upstairs. Today its main floor and basement are 
home to the “Think Tank Training Centre.” Here students 
seeking careers in television, film, and/or the videogame  

industry learn the latest in 
3D modelling and anima-
tion.
Over the years the building 
has hosted a variety of busi-
nesses, among them The 
North Shore Press (1915-
1952), a Government  
Liquor Store (1922-1925),  
The Vancouver Sun (1942-

1948), and the original “Keg” restaurant (1971-1985), then 
called “Keg ‘n Cleaver.” As for the apartments, their tenants 
have represented a variety of occupations, including bar-
ber, riveter, blacksmith, song-writer, labourer, laundress, 
engineer, electrician, crane operator, shipyard foreman, 
and shipyard boilermaker. The most significant Coronation 

Block occupant, however, was “Beacon Building Supplies” 
on the street floor (1954-1962). Its story begins overseas.   
A British Columbia couple, Mae and Henry Markham, were 
living in Singapore in the late 1930s. He was a merchant 
based there, whose work took him to different countries. 
When World War 2 began in 1939, they seemed quite safe. 
But in 1942 the Japanese decided to attack Singapore. Mae 
escaped by boat. Henry reportedly escaped on another 
boat a few days later. He then boarded a freighter, but died 
when the Japanese dropped a bomb on it, killing all aboard. 
Mae returned to BC and eventually inherited Henry 
Markham’s money and properties. The latter included 
two West Vancouver lots in today’s Gleneagles area— 
lots once part of a ranch owned by North Vancouver  
hotel-owner Peter Larson in the early 1900s. Plus, in 1959 

Mae received over $64,000 from Canada’s War Claims Com-
mission, funded by Japanese War Reparations.  
Meanwhile, in the late 1940s she and her brother Gordon 
Kelly purchased “Custom Builders & Supply Co. Ltd.” (3015 
Lonsdale). They renamed it “Beacon Building Supplies,” 
and in the mid-1950s moved it into the Coronation Block. 
Around 1957 Mae married the company accountant, Don 
Marini, and the two moved into one of the upstairs apart-
ments. Around 1958 Mae purchased the Coronation Block 
from the North Vancouver Land & Improvement Company, 
and founded Marini Investments Ltd. Don died in 1962, Mae 
in 1996. Today the building belongs to Marini Investments, 
owned by descendants of Mae’s sister Euphemia. 
Main sources: Lyall Markham; Marini Investments (Kelvin Smoler); 
City Directories; 1927 Plan of District Lot 771 Group 1; 1911 Permit 
Application; Dick Lazenby newspaper notes; City of North Vancouver 
Assessment Roll, 1956-1958; Voters Lists; Ancestsry.ca; Death Certif-
icates; John Price (UVic); Probate of Henry Markham’s Estate, 1947; 
Library & Archives Canada.

Express ∫ December 2018

The Coronation Block    by Sharon Proctor 

Mae Markham (back row, 2nd from right) and Don Marini (front row, 
centre), seen here with the late Henry Markham’s relatives, date un-
known. Inset photo: Henry Markham.    Photos courtesy of Lyall Markham

The Coronation Block, 2018. The building is located immediately east of our 
new Museum (115 West Esplanade).  Sharon Proctor photo

...in 1942 the Japanese 
decided to attack  

Singapore. Mae escaped 
by boat. Henry reportedly 
escaped on another boat 

a few days later.

The original “Keg” restaurant in the Coronation Block, ca. 1981. When 
it opened in 1971, the menu was a simple one – steaks, prime rib, and a 
salad bar.  NVMA 15368



it a right-of-way through his  
property. In return, the railway 
built a train-stop at the ranch, 
“Larson Station.” After that, 
access to the ranch was mainly 
by train. 

In 1927 Pete Larson, now a 
widower, sold the property 
to developers, who subdivid-
ed it into residential lots and 
a golf course. Today it’s filled 
with homes and the Glenea-
gles Golf Course (6190 Marine 
Drive). Yet a small piece of the 

ranch survives. 
Some of its orig-
inal apple trees 
can be seen near 
the Golf Course’s 
6th hole. A few years ago West Vancouver 
arbourist Dan Henegar arranged for small 
shoots from their seedlings to be grafted 
onto special rootstock. Some of the results 

have been planted near the “parent” trees to help restore 
the orchard to its original size.

Main sources: West Vancouver Archives; “Gleneagles, West  
Vancouver: a History,” by R.A. Harrison (1990); John Rodger Burnes 
fonds (NVMA); “Recollections of an Interview with Mrs. Alma 
McRae, June 5, 1980,” by R.A. Harrison; “History of Apple Valley” 
(Gleneagles Golf Course), www.westvancouver.com; West Vancou-
ver Garden Club Newsletter, October 2014.

Peter (“Pete”) Larson, an immigrant from Sweden, owned 
and operated two of our early hotels: “Hotel 
North Vancouver” (opened 1902) on Espla-
nade, and “Canyon View Hotel” (opened 1909) 
at the top of Capilano Road. He also owned 223 
acres of District Lot 771 (now the Gleneagles 
area of West Vancouver). He’d purchased the 
latter in 1900 and turned it into a productive 
ranch and family-vacation retreat.

In addition to a ranch house, there was a caretaker’s shack, a 
barn, a chicken house, and a blacksmith’s shed and forge. Plus 
there were horses, chickens, cows, apple and pear trees, a 
hayfield, and a large vegetable garden. The water source was 

a local fish-bearing 
stream, now called 
“Larson Creek.” All 
was maintained by 
a full-time caretak-
er known as “Dutch 
Bill,” who lived on 
the property. 

The ranch bene-
fited more than 
just the immediate 
family. The fruit, 

vegetables, and eggs produced here stocked the restaurant 
kitchens in Larson’s hotels. Not only that, Pete brought old 
“down-and-out” men to the ranch. He’d give them work and 
let them live here until there was employment for them in or 
around his hotels.   

Initially, people accessed the ranch by boat. Vessels with  
supplies and visitors moored just outside of today’s Larson 
Bay, and Dutch Bill would row out and pick them up. Lat-
er a float was anchored in the Bay. People and provisions 
would be unloaded onto it, then carried ashore in a row-
boat. In 1914, Larson sold 11 acres to the PGE railway, giving 

Pete Larson’s Ranch  by Sharon Proctor
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Part of Larson’s ranch, overlooking Larson Bay, 1927. Seen here are the 
caretaker’s cottage (left) and the stable (right). The ranch-house was behind 
the trees on the left.    City of Vancouver Archives, public domain  

The water 
source was a 

local fish-bearing 
stream, now called 

“Larson Creek”

“Dutch Bill” with a calf, circa 
1910. Though he spent many 
years as the caretaker of 
Larson’s ranch, no one seems to 
know his real name. 
NVMA 6823

The ranch house sat above the beach, 1927. 
Larson hung onto one or two subdivided lots 

for sentimental reasons.  
City of Vancouver Archives, public domain

Two of Larson’s original apple trees, 1988. Mainly rare “Pewaukee” 
and “Tompkins Country King” varieties. The “Pewaukee” strain was 

later grafted.   Courtesy of West Vancouver Archives
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Walter Draycott’s Great 

War Chronicle
GreatWarChronicle.ca 

Connections
Jessica Bushey, Archivist

On Friday, November 9th the NVMA 
and the Lynn Valley Library hosted 
an event to commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of Armistice Day. Starting 
at the Lynn Valley Library, Archivist 
Jessica Bushey led participants on 
a walking tour, stopping at the Lynn 
Valley Centennial Cairn in Pioneer 
Square to say hello to the statue of 
Walter Draycott, Lynn Valley resident 

and WWI veteran, before proceeding through the Veterans Community Plaza 
and into the Community History Centre where the North Vancouver Archives is 
housed on the second floor.  The event focused on exploring how technology 
is being used at the NVMA to increase public access to archival materials and 
encourage historical scholarship of the North Shore and its community. 
The two sessions were well attended 
and the participants represented 
a wide range of backgrounds and 
interests, from military historians 
to elementary school students. 
An introduction to the award-
winning website about Walter 
Draycott’s involvement in WWI, 
titled The Great War Chronicle 
(www.greatwarchronicle.ca), was 
followed by an examination of his 
archival diaries, photographs and 
drawings. The contrast between 
digital timelines, videos and 
scholarly analysis with the physical 
evidence of Walter Draycott’s life 
revealed the power of the online 
environment to provide interaction 
with fragile documents; as well as 
the indescribable “aura” the actual 
archival object possesses one 
hundred years later. 

Books for the Holidays! 
A new, revised edition of the popular Time Travel 
in North Vancouver by Express contributor Sharon 
Proctor is now available for purchase.  Take a peak 
into the past with “Then & Now” photographs and 
text that make North Van’s history come alive.

Looking for the ideal gift for a North Van history 
buff?  We have a great selection of books for sale at the Community 
History Centre.  Friends Members receive 10% off all books. You 
can browse and order online at nvma.ca, for pick-up only.  


