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 EXPRESS
Artifacts for New Museum
By Karen Dearlove, PhD, Curator

Conservator Hayley Monroe matching the paint for  
taxidermy bear cub lamp, NVMA 1987.44.15

“Grunty” the bear cub being fed at Tipperary Tea Gardens, ca. 1920s,  
NVMA 14729

NVMA Collections Intern Kaitlin Chamberlain handling the artifact 
 before conservation.

NVMA staff and the Kei Space exhibit design team have 
been working full speed on designing the core exhibits 
for the New Museum. Text for the exhibits is written and 
images chosen. Panels and graphics are designed, as well 
as exhibit podiums and cases. Now the individual artifacts 
for the exhibits are being selected. The NVMA’s artifact 
collection was started in 1972 and currently contains over 
10,000 artifacts. Many of them have never been exhibited. 
Before artifacts can go on display in the New Museum 
they must be assessed to see if they require cleaning or 
conservation work. While some minor cleaning can be 
done in house, more complex work requires a professional 
conservator.

One such artifact is a taxidermy bear cub lamp. It was 
made in the 1920s and was once displayed in the lobby 
of the Grouse Mountain chalet in the 1930s. This artifact 
will be used in an exhibit to talk about how attitudes 
towards bears and other animals has changed. Time 
has not been kind to the bear cub lamp. In preparing 
to exhibit this object in the New Museum, the NVMA 
contracted conservator Hayley Monroe to perform 
conservation work on it. Hayley began by vacuuming the 
fur using a Hepa filtered vacuum, and expertly cleaned all 
other surfaces using Q-tips and distilled water. She used 
Japanese conservation tissue paper (washi paper) to fill in 
areas around its mouth and nose. After the paper dried, 
Hayley carefully painted the paper to match the nose, 
mouth and teeth of the bear cub.

In the coming months, conservation treatments will be 
done on other artifacts in preparation for their display in 
the New Museum.



Sources: Walter Draycott’s notes and hand-drawn maps, his book “Early 
Days in Lynn Valley,” and his text “Early History of Lynn Valley School”; 
“Vancouver College” booklet, 1902-1903; “Vancouver World” newspa-
per; Kathleen Woodward-Reynolds, “A History of the City and District 
of North Vancouver,” MA thesis (UBC), 1943; Roy Pallant, “DNV So-
cio-Historical Service Infrastructure“; Dick Lazenby’s newspaper notes.
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Lynn Valley’s First School: A Difficult Start by Sharon Proctor

In 1902-1903 Lynn Valley was mostly forest, loggers, 
and a mill. There were no streets -- only a wooden tote 
road (also called a “skid road”) used to carry logs from 
the Hastings Shingle & Manufacturing Company (by Mill 
Street) down to Moodyville. Sawmill workers and their 
families lived not far from the mill, near the tote road 
which served as their “main street.” By 1903 there were 
several school-age children, but no school. So in Fall 
1903, it was decided to build one. The sum of $250 was 
raised for its construction. 

It was to be located in the block between today’s Institute 
Road and Church Street. Nowadays this block is filled with 
private homes, a flowing stream, St. Clement’s Church, and 
tennis courts. But in 1903 there was just the stream, the 
tote road, and two or three houses. Land-clearing began 
that Fall. And in Spring 1904, the school was completed 
and a shipment of school-desks arrived in Moodyville. 
The school playground was across the stream, accessed 
by a bridge.     

A major mover in the school’s creation was School Trustee 
James Spurr. A Lynn Valley blacksmith, he and his family 
had a house on the tote road, close to the school. He 
hired the school’s first teacher, Margaret Whiteley, whose 
starting salary was $40 per month. Margaret became a 
lodger in the Spurr house and opened the school on May 
20, 1904.    

Unfortunately there were challenges. Parents could only 
get school supplies in Vancouver. It required a walk or 
“sled-ride” down four miles of tote road to Moodyville, a 
ferry-ride across the Inlet, a walk to the store, back across 

the Inlet and up the tote road at night. Then there was 
the problem of fluctuating school attendance. It varied 
from a high of 18 pupils to a low of seven or fewer. One 
reason was that 14-year-old boys were allowed to quit 
classes and get jobs in Spring through Fall. Many did so to 
increase their family’s income. Even in Winter the turnout 
varied. The result was a very frustrated teacher. In fact, 
Margaret Whiteley got so fed-up she quit in 1906, after 
two years. Then, that September, the school closed due 
to lack of pupils. It re-opened in March 1907, but the new 
teacher soon quit. The next teacher also found the job 
unworkable.  

Lynn Valley’s first school, ca. 1905. The wooden one-room structure was 
built to hold 30 students.   NVMA 6648

The first teacher, Margaret 
Whiteley, ca 1905. She had 
a teaching certificate from 
Vancouver College (located 
at Dunsmuir & Cambie), a 
division of Montreal’s McGill 
University.    NVMA 6648

Map showing approximate locations of the school (red square), Spurr 
house (green square), and tote road (brown), all close to the stream (blue). 

The Community History Centre is at lower-left corner.      
Modern map courtesy of District Hall



Our sincere thanks to Judy Koren, a relative of John and Janet 
Barrow, for sharing family information on the couple and their farm.

Other sources: “The Story of my Grandparents,” by Capt. Charlie 
Cates, “Vancouver Province,” 11 July 1953; “The Barrow Family,” by 
Judy Koren, July 2011; property information, NV Archives; Major 
Matthews’ photo caption, P1212 N590, City of Vancouver Archives.

Lynn Valley’s First School: A Difficult Start by Sharon Proctor The Barrow Farm by Sharon Proctor 
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Left: John and Jessie, 1913. She was 
raised to be educated and “digni-
fied,” while John was always fun-lov-
ing, with a passion for music and 
gardens. What they shared were 
feelings of humility and kindness to-
ward others. NVMA 878

Below: The Barrow home on the 
farm, ca. 1904. Those are rose bush-
es against the house, and you can 
see part of the “front lawn” in the 
right-foreground. NVMA 869

North Vancouver was mostly rural at the beginning of the 
20th century. Consider, for instance, the northwest corner of 
Crown and Orwell Streets, in today’s Seylynn neighbourhood. 
Now it’s filled with homes. Back then, however, the Barrow 
farm sat here. John and Jessie Barrow had come to North 
America from England, and settled in different Canadian and 
US locations. They were living on their farm in Metchosin 
(near Victoria), when they decided to move here. Why? To 
be near their daughter Mary and her family. Mary had wed 
Captain Charles H. Cates (of “Cates Towing”) in 1895, and 
recently moved to Moodyville.  

John and Jessie purchased nine acres from son-in-law 
Captain Cates, and moved there in 1904. They were in their 
late 50s at the time, and had sons St. Clair (pronounced 
“Sinclair”) and Henry living with them. The nine acres was 
in a sparsely populated area of logged forest, on the “flats” 
between Lynn and Seymour Creeks. Its east side bordered 
the Seymour Indian Reserve. There were no streets – only 
the occasional rough trail.   

The northwest corner of Crown and Orwell Streets, former site of the 
Barrow farm, 2018. Modern hi-rises are slowly moving into the area.      

Sharon Proctor photo.

A portion of the Barrow garden, 1906. In spring the air here was 
filled with the rich fragrances of various flowers. Beyond the fence is 

regenerating natural forest.     NVMA 872

John Barrow had always loved gardens. So, despite his 
advanced age, it wasn’t long before he cleared the land, built 
a small house, and began planting flowers, vegetables, and 
fruit trees. There were lilacs, roses, daffodils and hyacinths, 
apple and pear trees, and loganberry bushes. He grew an 
array of vegetables, experimented with potato varieties, 
and had seven-foot-high oat plants that produced large, 
full kernels. The Barrows also had chickens and a few cows. 
John, of course, had a lot of help from Jessie and their sons.  

For ten years the couple enjoyed life here. They especially 
loved the visits from their grandchildren who lived close-by. 
John and Jessie were kind and generous people who were 
always willing to help both their Indigenous neighbours and 
any exhausted strangers who happened to pass through. 
They would invite strangers into their house and offer them 
care, rest and refreshments. 

John died in January 1914, at the age of 69. While St. Clair 
soon moved out, Jessie and Henry stayed on the farm a few 
more years. Then they sold the property and moved to a 
house west of Lonsdale (273 West 4th Street), where Jessie 
died in 1932
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Connections
Jessica Bushey, PhD, Archivist

You are invited to visit the Archives’ new exhibit “Ships, Spans and Street-
cars: Designing Transportation on the North Shore” at the Community His-
tory Centre (CHC) in Lynn Valley. The exhibit seamlessly incorporates photo-
graphs, engineering drawings and illustrations from our archival holdings with 
design models and shipbuilding artifacts from the museum collection. The 
transportation design theme invites visitors to explore innovations in bridge 
building, metal casting and electric streetcars. The breath-taking geography 
of the north shore - mountain peaks, dense forests and dynamic waterfront – 
has the power to inspire Visionaries. On the first floor of the CHC, the exhibit 
takes you back in time to 1906 when the British Columbia Electric Railway 
(BCER) Company launched the No.1 Streetcar line travelling up Lonsdale from 
the Ferry Dock… “On a clear day, let a street car haul you 500 feet up Lonsdale 
Avenue”.

The BCER invited tourists to hike the north shore, whereas Alfred James Towle 
Taylor encouraged residents to drive on the Lions Gate Bridge over the Burrard 
Inlet’s first narrows. On the second floor of the CHC, the exhibit reveals the 
engineering involved in suspending the Lions Gate Bridge in 1938 and pres-
ents a creative approach to solving the challenges posed by the car culture 
era. At sea level, the Burrard Dry Dock Company worked tirelessly to fulfill the 
rapid production schedule necessitated by World War II. Before ships could 
be launched, metal ship parts had to be made from sand moulds and wooden 
patterns. The exhibit unveils the patternmaking process from start to finish.

“Ships, Spans and Streetcars: Designing Transportation on the North Shore” 
is on view until the end of May 2019. Public hours are Thursdays & Fridays  
12 – 5:00 pm and Saturdays 10 – 5:00 pm. 

A portion of the exhibition in the Archives Reading Room at the Community History Centre.


