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 EXPRESS
CULTURE FOR ALL: Public Programming at the New Museum      by Pamela Roberts

My first encounter with museums was as a young girl living 
in Glasgow, on a family outing.  It was actually pretty intim-
idating!  We’d never been before and had on our ‘Sunday 
best’.   I think even my parents were nervous as we ascend-
ed the steps of the grand, red-bricked Victorian ‘Palace’.  Of 
course, inside I was amazed.  It was a place full of wonder 
and curiosities, but I never felt entirely welcome there. 

Museums have come along way since then. Over the last 
few decades, museums have shifted from ‘temples’ to  
community hubs where visitors can socialize, share ideas 
and have fun together while learning something new.  
Public Programs are at the heart of this change. Most  
museum visitors expect to be actively engaged and to  
encounter more than traditional labels. Yes, they want to 
learn something new but they also want to experience 
something real, have fun and access exhibits in different 
ways. 

In 2019, museums are attracting visitors in a multitude of 
ways with late night parties, music events, sleepovers and 
even ‘Escape Room’ experiences. How do we know which 
programs are right for our audiences, especially when the 
museum hasn't opened yet and we don’t know for sure who 
our audiences will be?  As Public Program Planner, I’ve been 
connecting with groups across the North Shore to find out 
what they think. There’s a real buzz about the opportuni-
ties that the new museum will offer.  People have moved 
here from all around the world, yet they have many things 
in common. They love where they live and want to know 
more. More about our unique landscape, more about the 
rich stories and contributions of our local Indigenous com-
munities, and more about each other. Our programs will re-
flect this while focussing on stories, issues and content that 
are relevant to North Vancouver. 

This year, our ‘Culture Days’ Program will provide a preview 
of the kind of programming visitors will enjoy in the new 
museum. With a high-profile speaker event for adults, an  
interactive storytelling session for little ones, object  
handling and a heritage walk, there's something for every-
one.  The program is inspired by our current exhibition, ‘The  
Forest’, which is open in the Archives until end of Septem-
ber. To find out more, visit nvma.ca/programs.

Culture Days Events: Julie Flynn will read from her book, Finn and 
the Magic Backpack, a fantastic journey through the North Shore  
mountains. Photo: Julie Flynn

Culture Days Events at NVMA   

Saturday, September 28th

'Shaketown' (Lynn Valley) Heritage Walk   10 - 11am
Led by NVMA Curator Karen Dearlove; all audiences welcome. 

Panel Discussion - Hot Topics: Living with Wildfires      3 - 5pm
Join us for a lively presentation and discussion with our local 
B.C. experts, Dr. Lori Daniels, Professor at UBC Forestry Depart-
ment, Bruce Blackwell, Professional Forester and Biologist, and 
the First Nations Emergency Services Society. Audience: adult.

Sunday, September 29th

Stoytelling        2 – 4pm
Author Julie Flynn reads from her inspiring children's book, Finn 
and the Magic Backpack, set in the North Shore mountains. 
Audience: families with children (readings at 2.15 and 3pm).

All programs will take place at 
the Community History Centre 
in Lynn Valley. Please register 

by calling  
604.990.3700 x 8016.



For some 65 years, it has served as a community  
centre for the Lynnmour and Seymour neighbourhoods. 
All sorts of activities have taken place here, including 
meetings, dances, candidate gatherings, classes, auc-
tions, film shows, flea markets, craft fairs, and music  
concerts. The building even once housed a District Branch 
Library and the North Shore Light Opera Society. Now 
its days are numbered. Plans are underway to replace it 
with a new community centre, to be built on the south-
west corner of Hunter Street and Mountain Highway.   

Seylynn Hall (625 Mountain Highway) was built in the 
early 1950s. It replaced the old Lynnmour Community 
Hall (501 Mountain Highway). What’s impressive about 
the new Hall is the fact that it was built by volunteers us-
ing construction materials donated by companies! Not 
only that, funding for it came from the efforts of some 
300 local families – from individual contributions, money 
raised by special events (dances, garden parties, auctions, 
etc.), and the sale of an old local firehall. Seylynn Hall was 
an amazing achievement by a remarkable community!  
Overseeing its construction and operation was the Sey-Lynn 
Recreation Society (aka “Sey-Lynn Recreations”). 

Over the years the building has been called many names: 
Sey-Lynn Community Centre (1953); Sey-Lynn Recreation 
Hall (1954); Sey-Lynn Community Hall (1957-1971); Sey-
Lynn Hall (1972-1982); and finally Seylynn Hall.  

The library was 
the “Sey-Lynn Free  
Library” when it 
moved into the 
building around 
1961. It was one 
of three libraries 
in the District of 
North Vancouver. 
(The others were 
Capilano Highland 
and Lynn Valley.) 
They were staffed 
by volunteers and 
contained donated 
books.

In December 1963, when the District Council created the 
North Vancouver District Library, it took over the three 
volunteer libraries and their assets. Sey-Lynn Free Library  
became “Sey-Lynn Branch Library” with paid staff. As for 
the North Shore Light Opera Society, it moved into the 
Hall in 1964. Here it held auditions and rehearsals, and 
constructed and stored props. (Its shows were performed 
elsewhere.) Despite the presence of the two groups,  
others could still hold events or meetings here. The  
Library stayed in Seylynn Hall until 1969; the Opera Society 
until 1970.

Sources: The Vancouver Sun & The Province; official correspondence  
(letters) of Sey-Lyn Recreations, Sey-Lynn Free Library, & North Shore 
Light Opera Society; building permits; Roy Pallant, Socio-Historical Service  
Infrastructure; District Hall staff.
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Seylynn Hall   by Sharon Proctor 

North side of the Hall, where one entered the 
Library, 1967.  NVMA 106-6-36

Above: The two-storey Seylynn Hall, 2019. Sharon Proctor photo
Below: Sey-Lynn Community Hall, 1967. Originally there were windows in 
the walls, but over time they were boarded up.  NVMA 106-3-34

The North 
Shore Light 
Opera  
Society,  
moving 
into the 
Hall, 1964.   
NVMA: North 
Shore Light 
Opera  
Society fonds 
130



From 1919 to 1943 John (“Jack”) Wardlaw took 
portraits and wedding pictures, photographed 
special events, and produced hundreds of 
postcards of local scenes. He also shot mov-
ing pictures of Grouse Mountain, Seymour 
Canyon, and other areas, and showed them at 
meetings and conferences. He developed and 
printed people’s films. And, in 1925, Burrard Dry Dock had 
him photograph the construction of its shipbuilding plant 
and the first Second Narrows Bridge. 
Jack was born in Scotland in 1889. He moved to Canada in 
1911. When World War 1 began in 1914, he enlisted in the 
Canadian Military and served in France. He was gassed there 
2½ years later and spent over six months in English hospitals, 
suffering from influenza, then temporary blindness (conjunc-
tivitis) and tuberculosis. Upon his return to Canada in 1918, 
Jack headed for BC and spent five more weeks in Vancouver 
General Hospital. Then, “fed up” with hospitals, he checked 
himself out of VGH — against doctors’ orders! His reason? 
He had a wife to support. While in England, at some point 
he’d met and married Mary Pinkerton in April 1917. 
He settled in North Vancouver and launched a photography 
business here, in a rented space (1601 Lonsdale). Mary im-
migrated to Canada in 1919, and the couple lived in a near-

by apartment, on 15th Street. In 1921 Jack built his own 
studio (1537 Lonsdale), and the following year added living  
quarters in the rear. The Wardlaws lived in the back of the 
studio until the late 1920s. Then they bought a single-family 
home and moved there (442 West 14th Street).  
Over the years Jack was active in the Vancouver & New 
Westminster Photographers’ Association and the North 
Vancouver Lawn Bowling Club. He also served as City  
Commissioner of Police, and was on the executive  
committee for North Vancouver Highland Games (1935). 

In late 1942 he turned his photography business over to 
his brother-in-law, Frank Pinkerton, and went to work 
for North Vancouver Ship Repairs and Burrard Dry Dock. 
There he photographed their building additions, and the  
construction and launching of Victory Ships. Sadly Jack 
Wardlaw died in late 1943. He was 54.           
Main sources: Building permit applications; 1921 Canada Census; Canadian 
Military Attestation Paper; Archives Canada, World War 1 records; “Medical 
History of an Invalid,” Balfour Military Sanatorium, 25 February 1918; “The 
Vancouver Sun”; “North Shore Press”; “Biographies of B.C. Postcard Photog-
raphers,” by Margaret Waddington, 2006.

Jack Wardlaw: Top Photographer   by Sharon Proctor
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Above: Jack Wardlaw’s studio in the 1500 block of Lonsdale, beside the 
Lonsdale Theatre (right), 1920s. NVMA 6344 

Below: The Wardlaws’ West 14th home (left) in 2019. After her husband 
died, Mary continued living here until her own death in late 1953. 
Sharon Proctor photo

Left: Christmas in the 
Wardlaw “residence” 
at the back of the stu-
dio, December 1926. 
Seen here is daughter 
Etta Wardlaw with her 
new doll and tricycle. 
NVMA 3449 

Below: Jack (right), 
shooting a movie on 
Goat Mountain with 
an 8-mm camera, 
1926. With him is Nels 
Stromgren, with a fold-
ing-view camera.  

NVMA 5064
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Connections: Intern Clare Jeter
Jessica Bushey, Archivist

This past summer, the Archives 
hosted Claire Jeter, a second-year  
graduate studies student in the 
UBC iSchool Program, who was 
working towards the fulfillment 
of an Archival Studies Professional 
Development course. Throughout 
June and July, Claire conducted a  
Preservation Needs Assessment of 
our archival audio-visual records. 
The aim of the project was to  
direct attention toward the needs 
of these unique primary sources, 
especially by identifying unstable 
materials, improving storage en-
closures and reformatting. 
Upon completion, Claire had assessed the preservation needs of 25 motion  
picture reels, 169 sound recordings, and 128 video tapes. When asked about 
the most challenging part of her project, Claire said: “Probably working with 
the North Shore Light Opera Society fonds, because it was difficult to link  
individual LPs to the larger collection. It required several hours of investigation 
and conversation with the Archivist.”
Claire’s work provides the NVMA with accurate and current information about 
our audiovisual collections. These materials are inherently unstable and rely 
on playback machines that are becoming obsolete. These factors place audio- 
visual collections at risk of becoming inaccessible much earlier than their textual  
record counterparts. When asked about her favourite type of audio-visual  
record, Claire said: “I really liked working with all the film reels. Actually  
seeing reel-to-reel in person and having the opportunity to work with it instead 
of reading about it or hearing about it in a lecture is a completely different  
experience. My work with the Archives has helped me cement what I am  
learning at the University.”  
Claire’s work has enabled the  
Archives to prioritize at-risk media 
and perform preservation activities 
to ensure long-term access and use 
of audio-visual records. Her metic-
ulous work will assist the NVMA in 
meeting the increasing needs of  
audiences who are interested in  
consulting audio-visual records as 
part of their historical research. 
When asked about her future plans, 
Claire said: “In the beginning of the 
summer I was thinking about digitiza-
tion of audio-visual records and after 
completing this project and another 
related course this summer, I have 
a strong desire to become a Digital 
Archivist or an Audiovisual Archivist 
who provides access to these unique 
types of historical documentation.”

Mark your Calendars! 
JOIN US FOR THE ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING OF THE FRIENDS OF THE 

NVMA SOCIETY 
Thursday, September 12th, 2019   

  at 7pm

  Community History Centre
3203 Institute Road, 

North Vancouver 

Following the AGM, special guest speakers 
ZoAnn Morton and Tsitsayxemaat Rebecca 

Duncan will present: Stream & Shore: 
Impacting North Vancouver's Salmon

 
For more 

information,  
visit us online:

nvma.ca


