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 EXPRESS
Nikkei Artifacts for the New Museum   by Karen Dearlove

For nearly 15 years, archaeologist Bob Muckle and his 
students from Capilano University have been excavating 
a significant site deep within the woods of the Lower  
Seymour Conservation Reserve. Buried beneath the moss 
and ferns of the North Vancouver forest, Bob Muckle has 
uncovered the remains of a small Japanese community 
that inhabited the area from the 1920s until the early 
1940s. The small village likely housed 40 to 50 people, 
and appears to have started shortly after logging ceased 
in the forest by 1924.

Excavated artifacts include: nails and other metal items, 
household objects including rice bowls, bottles, and  
ointment jars, as well as the remains of alarm clocks, 
cook stoves, a camera, and shawl pin, all evidence of the 
long-term settlement of families. Perhaps the most signif-
icant find is the foundation of a bathhouse, fundamental 
to Japanese culture, and the only bathhouse of its kind  
uncovered in North America. 

Based on the objects left behind, Bob Muckle believes 
that the Nikkei village was abandoned in the early 1940s, 

Assortment of artifacts including rice bowls, sake bottles, and ointment jars. 
Photo Karen Dearlove.

Books for the Holidays!
Looking for the ideal gift for a North Van  
history buff? We have a great selection  

of books for sale at the  
Community History Centre. 

Capilano University students excavating a building foundation. 
Photo Karen Dearlove.

possibly when the Canadian government began the  
process of internment, detaining people of Japanese  
descent and moving them to camps in the interior. 

Now that he has wrapped up the active excavation of 
the site, Bob Muckle is sharing the collection of artifacts 
with the Nikkei National Museum in Burnaby and with 
the NVMA. Thanks to the archaeological excavation 
and the artifacts uncovered, the NVMA will be able to  
present this important community story to visitors at 
the new Museum.

Friends Society members 
receive 10% off all books. 

Browse and order online at 
nvma.ca (for pick-up only)



It’s said that every house has a story. That's certainly true 
of 250 East 24th Street. Built in 1922, it sits on a single 
lot surrounded by foliage. It was originally owned by a  
woman named Florence Radcliff, who lived here for 50 years! 
In her day, however, the house sat on what is now three lots,  
surrounded by stunning gardens.  

Florence was born in Ireland in 1884, one of nine children of 
George and Emma Radcliff. When George died in 1910, his 
eldest son inherited everything (the usual practice then). 
George’s widow and four of their daughters, including  
Florence, eventually moved to Canada and settled here on 
the North Shore.

A strong, smart, single woman, Florence arrived with her 
mother Emma in 1921 and they moved into a house on 
East Osborne Road. Soon she opened a dry goods business 
called “Vanity Fair" (2527 Lonsdale), but closed it after two 
years. Meanwhile, she purchased the house on 24th Street, 
plus the lot on the west side, and two lots on the east side. 
On the eastern-most lot, she had a house built in 1924, the 
first of several she would own and rent out. It’s still there, 
at 260 East 24th.

Florence’s overriding passion, however, was gardening. She 
filled her large yard with trees, shrubs, flowers, lawns, and 
rockeries, adding a lily pond on the east side. She even grew 
some fruits and vegetables (berries, beans, lettuce, and 
onions). Her flower gardens boasted tulips, daffodils, hya-
cinths, primulas, phlox, daisies, hibiscus, violets, hollyhocks, 
and roses. Indeed, they were so exceptional that in the 
1930s the North Vancouver Horticultural Society awarded 
Florence its annual silver “garden beautiful” trophy - three 
different years! 

She lived in this house until her death in 1973, at the 
age of 89. By then her gardens were overgrown and  
weed-infested, her lily pond a dry depression in the ground. 
Her former home now backs up against the Upper Levels 
Highway and houses sit on the lots flanking it.  

Our sincere thanks to Isabel Cosgrove Hatcher (Florence Radcliff’s niece) for 
sharing family photos and information with the author.  

Other sources: Building Permit applications; The Vancouver Sun; The  
Province; City Directories; Florence’s household account book 1942-1946) & 
handwritten notes.
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Florence Radcliff and Her Gardens       by Sharon Proctor 

Left: Florence beside her lily pond, with her Horticultural Society trophy and 
canine companion, “Girlie,” 1930s. Photo courtesy of Isabel Cosgrove.

Above: The garden on the northeast side of her house, 1930s. Photo  
courtesy of Isabel Cosgrove.

Below: Lawn and gardens in front of the house, 1930s. Photo courtesy of 
Isabel Cosgrove. 

Above: Florence’s home in 2019. Today it has a City Heritage designation 
(B-Ranking). Sharon Proctor photo.



If you happen to visit District Hall (355 West Queens), look 
across the street. Today it’s all residential, but it wasn’t  
always! There used to be an English-style boys’ school there. 
It was founded in 1925 by Paul T. Dale and Lance C. Storr, 
two teachers from Kingsley School (3445 St. Marys) who left 
to create their own school. They purchased a house plus five  
attached lots, and turned them into North Shore College 
(324 West Queens). It opened in 1926.  

Aimed at boys 6 to 18 years old, the College emphasized 
character-building, discipline, and physical training. So it 
was strong in both academics and sports (soccer, cricket, 
tennis, etc.). During World War 2, a cadet corps program 
was introduced, which provided military-style training. 

The school had limited space for outdoor sports, so it had 
to use off-site fields. Two were across the street. One, 
called “French’s Field,” now lies under District Hall’s public  
parking lot. It was named after the French family whose 
house (335 West Queens) once sat by the lot’s entrance. 
The District Hall building covers the second field. In later 
years it was called “P.T. Dale Field.” When a larger field was 
needed, the College used Mahon Park and Confederation 
Park (now “Kinsmen Park South”), a long walk down the 
hill… and back up! 

Most students and faculty lived at home with families.  
Others boarded on campus or in nearby homes. One such 
home was today’s heritage-designated “Christie House” 
(267 West Queens). After renting it for a while, the College 
purchased it in 1934. Teacher Basil Robinson lived here 
from 1934 to 1937, followed by school owner Lance Storr, 
from 1938 to 1942. Both hosted student boarders. 

In the early 1940s Lance Storr left, and in 1947 Paul 
Dale died. The College was then purchased by Canadian  
classicist Alban D. Winspear, who continued to run it in the  
English  style. From 1951 until the College shut down in 1956,  
Winspear lived in the French house. 
  

Main sources: North Shore College fonds 28 (NVMA); City Directories; The 
Province; The Vancouver Sun; Roy Pallant; Army Cadet History (www.army-
cadethistory.com); “North Shore College Record,” Vol. 2, No. 10 (Summer 
1943); “North Shore College, the Latter Years, 1949-1956,” Michael Kinnie’s 
memoir; “This Family Robinson,” by H. Basil Robinson (1996).

North Shore College           by Sharon Proctor
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Above: The original North Shore College building, ca. 1930. Called the “main 
house,” the three-storey structure contained classrooms, a dining room, and 
the headmaster’s study. It was previously the home of Rev. John Newton 
Sykes. NVMA 8412

Below: The school’s two-storey “classroom building,” with classrooms 
upstairs and a small gymnasium downstairs, ca. 1930. The College could 
accommodate a maximum of 65 boys, including up to 12 boarders. NVMA 
8413

Left: Students on the 
front steps of the main 
house, 1930s. After the 

College closed, some 
ex-students formed the 

North Shore College 
Old Boys’ Association 

which met annually 
for over 50 years.        

NVMA 28-34

Above: Student cadet corps in Confederation Park, 1940s. A compulsory 
program during World War 2, it involved military-style marches, map  
reading, field tactics, squad drills, and rifle drills. NVMA 28-101
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Walter Draycott’s Great 

War Chronicle
GreatWarChronicle.ca 

With Canada’s entry into the Second World War, 
everyone was encouraged to do their part. The 
Women & Wartime: Defending North Vancouver 
1939-1945 exhibition at the Community History 
Centre explores the stories of those on the North 
Vancouver home front, including Nancy and  
Marjory Hewett, Murray Dykeman, and the Yada 
family. The exhibit includes archival photographs, 
ration recipe books, and war propaganda that 
speak to the importance of women and children’s 
contributions at home. 
As the world turned its attention to Europe, 
North Vancouver focused on preparedness. With 
the possible threat of air raid attacks, blackout 
drills were regular occurrences and schools practiced gas mask and bomb shelter 
drills. Women, as household managers, were actively involved in supporting the 
war effort, from making healthy meals with rationed purchases to volunteering 
at fundraisers, and encouraging their children to get involved. Through archival 
photographs and documents, the Women & Wartime exhibition reveals the begin-
nings of the North Vancouver company of the Canadian Women’s Training Corps, 
and women’s entry into the Canadian armed forces. 
The archival exhibition also highlights the contradictory housing policies during the 
war period. While the federal government built additional housing for war workers, 
they also issued a proclamation to remove Japanese Canadians from their homes 
on the coast. One of the stories on display is of the Yada family, longtime residents 
and active community members in North Vancouver, who were designated as  
“enemy aliens” and relocated to an internment camp.
Through oral histories and news clippings, discover different perspectives on what 
life was like on the North Shore during the Second World War.

In Memory of Cecil L. Halsey 1948-2019
By Shirley Sutherland
Staff and volunteers were sad to learn in August of the pass-
ing of NVMA’s former Photographer and Exhibit Technician, 
Cecil Halsey.  As Assistant Archivist (Photography) for over 
a decade at Canadian Pacific Corporate Archives, Montreal, 
Cecil was well-known in the field; his contributions are noted in many publications. 
He had fond memories of travelling across the country as lead man on CPR’s Com-
munity Centennial Train.  In 1987, following a post at the University of Lethbridge’s 
Archives, Cecil set up office in  the NVMA’s darkroom where he produced copy  
negatives and slides for over 15,500 images. These  are now valuable resources 
for the Archives. He also documented many North Vancouver stories, including  
changing street and landscapes, Burrard Dry Dock’s last years, as well as  
renovations at the historic Lynn Valley School. Cecil’s versatility and skills were  
valued tremendously as was his ready sense of humour and storytelling abilities.

Women & Wartime exhibition is on view to the public from November 7, 2019 – 
February 22, 2020 during Archives hours: 
Thursdays & Fridays 12-5pm and Saturdays 10-5pm. 

Women & Wartime: Defending
North Vancouver, 1939-1945    

By Sam Frederick,

Canadian SKF Company tribute poster 
of Royal Canadian Air Force (Women’s  
Division), ca. 1942. NVMA #Item 861

Young Canada Works Building Careers in Heritage Intern


