
The excitement was growing as we hung the last of 
North Vancouver photographer, Jack Cash’s hand-tinted  
archival photographs on the walls of the Community  
History Centre in early March 2020. We were days away 
from launching the exhibition, “Through the Lens of Jack 
Cash, 1939-1970” and offering a guided tour and talk when 
the pandemic hit. We immediately strategized on how to 
turn the physical exhibition into an online exhibition for 
the public to explore. The digitization process included  
scanning photographic prints and negatives, taking 
high-resolution images of the oversized archival photo-
graphs with a digital camera, and adding descriptions 
about the archival records to the Archives database. We 
also posted a behind-the-scenes glimpse on  The Inlet, 
our new NVMA storytelling platform. A lot of work in a 
very short time!

Now that the Jack Cash exhibition is digital, it is easy to 
share with new audiences, such as the 2020 CAPTURE 
Photography Festival; the North Shore News; and author, 
Eve Lazarus, who shared it on her history blog. The re-
sponse to the online exhibition has been very positive. 
Of course, it is available for viewing online 24/7 and once 
businesses and organizations in BC reopen, the physical 
exhibition will be available for viewing at the CHC until 
the end of August 2020. We invite you to check it out and 
learn more about the amazing North Vancouver artist 
and entrepreneur - Jack Cash!
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Jack Cash Exhibition goes Digital!          
Jessica Bushey, Archivist

COVID 19 Update
We hope you are keeping healthy and safe during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. While the Archives are closed and 
NVMA events will be suspended until further notice,  
Archives staff will endeavour to fulfill research requests 
by phone and email, or by appointment on a limited 
basis. Digital services are available from the comfort of 
your home, such as our nvma.ca website, which contains 
incredibly rich and diverse material and stories of North 
Vancouver, copies of the Express newsletter, and our  
Archives Database. During this time we are also increas-
ing our online presence with a new blog, The Inlet, a 
virtual exhibit and children’s activities. Please check the 
website regularly for new features. 

Jack Cash  
installation at CHC, 
photo by Sam Frederick

Right:  
Jack Cash Online 
Screenshot

Below: Window 
display at Jack Cash 
Photographic  
Studios, 1629 
Marine Drive, ca. 
1950s. Photo by 
Jack Cash, NVMA 
Fonds 164



mainly businesses. From here to Windsor, though, it’s all 
homes, farms, and/or vacant land.   

Want to get off? There’s a buzzer on each strut between 
windows. Pressing one notifies the conductor at the 
rear, who then pulls a special cord once. This rings a bell 
above the motorman, and he soon stops the streetcar.  
Departing passengers leave via the rear door. When all 
is clear, the conductor pulls the cord twice, signaling the 
motorman to start up again. 

You get off at the Windsor terminus. There’s a little  
grocery store, a pharmacy, and a dry goods store here. 
Look at the motorman! He’s lowering the streetcar’s 
“trolley pole” from the power wire above. Then he 
goes to the other end and raises a second pole to the 
wire. Through the windows you can see the conductor  
moving along the aisle, reversing the seatbacks so  
passengers face forward on the trip south. Streetcar 153 
is ready for the return trip. 

Sources: “The Perfect Little Streetcar System, North Vancouver, 1906-
1947,” book by Henry Ewert; Betty Poole memories; 1930 Fire Insurance 
Map; City Directories; Henry Ewert. 

In the mid-1940s, Streetcar 153 carried passengers up 
Lonsdale Avenue to Windsor Road. Imagine going back 
in time and riding it from the bottom of Lonsdale.   

You enter through the rear door, greeted by the  
conductor. He’s wearing a belt with a “coin dispenser” 
(metal tubes for pennies, nickels, dimes and quarters). 
The fare is seven cents; you give him a dime. He adds 
it to the dime tube, and pushes the penny-tube lever 
down three times. Out comes three cents’ change. 
Now you find a seat.   

The seats are rattan-covered, surprisingly comforable! 
You settle in and look around. Walls and ceiling are 
lined with cherry wood, and there’s a motorman’s  
cubicle and passenger entrance/exit at each end. For 
this trip, the motorman is in the cubicle facing up  
Lonsdale. Once passengers are settled, the door closes 
and the streetcar starts to move. The motor hums, and 
the ride is smooth. Looking out the window, you see 
businesses and private homes in the first few blocks, 
then mostly homes -- until mid-Lonsdale, which is 
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Streetcar 153: A Ride Up Lonsdale   by Sharon Proctor 

Above: Streetcar 153 climbing up Lonsdale, here seen at 8th Street. Photo 
by Robert Loewing, John F. Bromleyy Collection

Below: Streetcar 153 at Windsor Road, the end of the line, 1946. It would 
have passed some 30 homes on its way north to this terminus.  Photo by 
Robert Loewing, John F. Bromley Collection

Left: Partially restored interior of Streetcar 153, as it looked in 2008.  
NVMA photo

Streetcar 153 (on the right) at the bottom of Lonsdale, ready to take 
on passengers, 1946. Behind are Burrard Dry Dock shipyard buildings.   
Photo by Robert Loewing, John F. Bromleyy Collection



For local First Nations cases, the St. Paul’s Indian  
Residential School was converted into a hospital. Their 
doctor was Thomas Wilson, the Indian Department’s 
medical officer. He visited North Vancouver’s Indigenous 
patients once a day, sending the worst cases across the 
Inlet to Vancouver General Hospital or St. Paul’s Hospital. 

Then there were the military field engineers and trainees 
at the Drill Hall by Mahon Park (now J.P. Fell Armoury). To 
create an infirmary for those with the flu, they boarded 
up the walls of the Park’s open-air dancing pavilion. And 
beside it they built a cookhouse for use by caregivers. 
Here and abroad, some 40 of these engineers died of flu 
or pneumonia in 1918.    

As with today’s COVID situation, many fake remedies 
were promoted. Some contained quinine. Yes, that  
quinine! They included Cinnamon & Quinine Capsules, 
Kennedy’s Tonic Port, and Reid’s Grip-Fix.

The Spanish Flu in North Vancouver   by Sharon Proctor

This year’s COVID-19 pandemic brings to mind the 
1918 influenza pandemic. The latter, caused by a highly  
contagious type-A strain of the H1N1 virus, peaked here 
in October 1918. And there were no effective drugs or  
vaccines to stop it. It hit the City and District hard, with 
one hundred cases diagnosed by mid-October. At this 
point, our schools, churches, swimming pools, theatres, 
indoor game rooms, and other public spaces were shut 

down and people ordered 
to wear masks. Two weeks 
later, there were two to five 
hundred cases and eight 
deaths here. Most deaths 
were due to bronchial  
pneumonia brought on by 
the flu.  

Two hospitals served City 
and District flu victims in 
1918: North Vancouver Gen-
eral Hospital and Harbour 
View Sanitarium. And there 
were three doctors here: 
City Medical Officer William 

Newcombe; his private medical practice partner Ernest 
Martin (Newcombe & Martin); and Thomas Verner. The 
trio worked long, hard, absolutely exhausting hours  
every day, visiting flu-sufferers in homes, rooming  
houses, hotels, and hospitals. Dr. Martin, for instance,  
recorded eighty visits in one day during the flu’s peak. 
When Dr. Newcombe contracted the flu in mid-October, 
there were just two active doctors for a while. 
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The 16-bed North Vancouver General Hospital (151 E. 12th Street), between 
1910 & 1919. In 1918 it was owned and operated by three nurses who were 
sisters: Mina & Jane Dawson and Margaret Stephenson. NVMA 10402

Main sources: The Vancouver Sun; Vancouver Daily World; The Province; J.P. 
Fell Armoury records; Mary-Ellen Kelm, “British Columbia First Nations and 
the Influenza Pandemic of 1918-19,” BC Studies, No. 122, Summer 1999; 
Express, September 2017.

BC’s Indigenous 
death rate per 
1000 people 

was over seven 
times that of 

the non-Native 
population

Harbour View Sanitarium (350 E. 2nd Street), date unknown. Built in 1905 
as a private home, it was purchased in 1911 by Drs. Martin & Newcombe, 
who turned it into a 25-bed hospital. Though they sold it soon after, it 
remained a hospital until 1927.   NVMA 8935

St. Paul’s Indian Residential School (541 W. Keith Road), which became a 
hospital in 1918, date unknown. Due to poor living conditions, BC’s  
Indigenous death rate per 1000 people was over seven times that of the 
non-Native population. NVMA 11417
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Volunteer Spotlight: Doug Hatlelid
By Carol Ballard
A lifelong interest in history and, in particular, the 
history of the places where he has lived, brought 
volunteer Doug Hatlelid to the NVMA. He is  
especially fascinated with North Vancouver’s  
rapid transformation from ancient forest to  
modern metropolis. Doug started sharing his time 
with us last summer at Canada Day celebrations 
and at the Salmon Festival as he spread the good 
news about the New Museum. He continued with 
other projects such as documenting the education 
collection’s photographs. Most recently, he “put his money where his heart 
is” with a donation that will help NVMA realize some of its projects. Doug 
sees his contributions as circular: he gives, but in return he has learned much 
about North Vancouver’s history. He feels that he is helping build a community  
resource that will help everybody understand how we got to where we are 
now. Thank you, Doug, for all that you have contributed to NVMA!

Congratulations to Assistant Director, Shirley  
Sutherland, on her upcoming retirement. Through-
out her career - including 28 years with NVMA -  
Shirley has made a crucial contribution to the  
evolution of ‘museum programming’ as the key  
element in the public face of museums small 
and large. She was recognized by the Canadian  
Museums Association for her outstanding service 

at four community museums, receiving the 2018 Distinguished Service Award. 
Shirley will be missed, but has left us with a strong foundation for future  
programming and community engagement as we move into the new Museum 
she has championed for many years.

The Express is Changing!
The Express newsletter has been enlightening readers about North Vancouver’s 
history for over 25 years and is about to undergo an exciting transformation! 
With the new Museum opening in late 2020 and the Archives celebrating the 
100th anniversary of the Community History Centre in September, NVMA has 
been exploring ways of making this content more accessible to more people. 
We’re still telling the stories of North Vancouver, but via our website’s new blog, 
The Inlet (nvma.ca/the-inlet/) -- a virtual hub for NVMA staff, supporters and 
our community to tell stories, share ideas and stay in touch. Stay up-to-date 
by subscribing to our new e-news by contacting nvmac@dnv.org or signing up 
on our website. For members who prefer paper, we will continue to mail out  
Special Edition articles several times each year.  

Shirley Sutherland: Retirement Announcement

NVMA respectfully acknowledges that we live and work on the unceded traditional 
territory of the Squamish (Skwxwú7mesh) and Tsleil-Waututh (selí̓lw̓itulh) Nations. 
We are grateful to the Coast Salish people for the opportunity to engage, strengthen 
and inspire our community on this traditional land.


